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Honk! Honk! 



Bill came to Canada from Holland when he was a baby.
Today, he's a trucker.

For many years, while his own four children were growing
up, Bill delivered cookies.
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First he loaded up his truck at the factory.

Then he drove the cookies to cities in Canada and the
United States.
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Bill is now a grandfather.

Ten girls and nine boys - 19 grandkids altogether -
call him Opa.
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Opa drove his truck to Ottawa and parked it in front of
Parliament Hill. For three weeks he protested peacefully.

In freezing, frosty weather he stood up for freedom.
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Opa says everyone should be a first class citizen.

He says everyone should make their own medical
decisions.
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While he was in Ottawa, some of his grandkids came
to visit.



While he was in Ottawa, people shook his hand. They
thanked him and they hugged him.
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They brought Opa hot coffee and warm gloves. They
brought him fuel for his truck.
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Grownups and kids gave Opa many cards, drawings,
notes and letters.
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In French and English, they said 'Merci' and 'Thank you.' 
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They told him the Freedom Convoy gave them hope.
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They told him he was a Canadian hero.
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Every day, visitors to Ottawa told Opa they were
grateful.
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Every day, people cooked food for Opa and the other
truckers.



Some travelled to Ottawa from Quebec. Some came
from British Columbia and New Brunswick.
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In their cards and letters, they told him where in
Canada they live.
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They told Opa he was brave and courageous.
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They told him to stay strong.
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They asked him not to give up.
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They said 'Thanks for being our voice.'

24



They wished him a good day and a nice sleep.
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the end



Bill D, aged 72, lives in Ontario, Canada. He delivered cookies for a
famous cookie company for 20 years.

Bill protested in his truck, in Ottawa, as part of the Freedom
Convoy during January and February 2022. After he returned
home, his daughter Anna assembled the cards, drawings and letters
he'd received into a big red binder. 

On the spine she wrote: 'Opa's Convoy Letters.' 



Thank you for reading this book. It is a work of journalism by 
Donna Laframboise, who wrote for the National Post in its earliest days. 

The cards, drawings and letters given to Bill by members of the public tell
an important part of the Freedom Convoy story. These messages deserve
to be preserved in a museum. Text snippets from them appear in this
book. 

Since opinions differ as to whether artwork given to the truckers may be
published in a book about the truckers (without the permission of each
person who created that artwork), the illustrations included here are 
reproductions of what Bill actually received. 

They were created by KK - a talented 10-year-old boy who visited the 
Freedom Convoy in Ottawa with his mother and brother. He lives hours 
away on a farm with horses, donkeys, dogs and chickens.

Please visit OpasConvoyLetters.com to see the cards, drawings and letters
on which this book is based.
 
Donna writes a blog about the Freedom Convoy. It is a first draft of her 
upcoming  book, which focuses on interviews with truckers and their
supporters. Learn more at ThankYouTruckers.substack.com



Ⓒ 2023 text by Donna Laframboise

Ⓒ 2023 photographs by Donna Laframboise

Ⓒ 2023 custom illustrations by KK. Exclusive global publishing rights purchased by
Donna Laframboise. 

Cover & internal design elements created by Donna Laframboise using graphic design
software.
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Bill came to Canada as a baby. He delivered cookies for a
cookie factory for 20 years. Today he has 19 grandkids. 

 
When he drove his truck to Ottawa in the Freedom Convoy,

grateful Canadians gave Bill warm gloves, food and hugs.
They showered him with cards, drawings and letters. This

book showcases some of their messages.
 
 
 


